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colour : with this we are fupplicd by the Dutch from their Eaft 
Indian lettlements in Java, Malabar and Sumatra, and the plant 
has the fame heat and fiery tafte that we find in the pepper : 
white pepper is commonly factitious, and prepared from the black 
by taking off the outer bark, but there is a rarer fort, which 
is a genuine fruit naturally white: long pepper is a fruit ga¬ 
thered while unripe and dried, of an inch or an inch and half 
in length, and of the thicknefs of a large goole quill: it 
much refembles the catkins of fome of our trees, and contains 
feveral feeds fingly in fmall membranaceous cells, and thefe 
feeds are of an acrid, hot and bitterilh tafte : the whole fruit 
is of a brownifh grey colour and cylindrick in its figure. Hill. 

Scatter o’er the blooms the pungent duft 

Of pepper, fatal to the frofty tribe. Thom/on’s Spring. 

ToP'epper. v. a. [from the noun.J 

1. To fprinklewith pepper. 

2. To beat; to mangle with fhot or blows. 

I have peppered two of them ; two I have paid, two rogues 
in buckram luits. Sbakefp. Henry IV. 

Pepperbox. n.J. [pepper and box."] A box for holding pepper. 

I will not take the leacher; he cannot creep into a half¬ 
penny purfe nor into a pepperbox. ShakeJ'p. 

Peppercorn, n.f. [pepper and corn.] Anything of inconii- 
derable value. 

Our performances, though dues, are like thofe peppercorns 
which freeholders pay their landlord to acknowledge that they 
hold all from him. Boyle. 

Folks from mud-wall'd tenement 

Bring landlords peppercorn for rent. Prior. 

Pe’ppermint. n.f [pepper and mint.] Mint eminently hot. 

Pe pperwort. n.f. [pepper and wort.] A plant. 

Pepperwort hath a flower conlifting of four leaves, which 
arc placed in form of a crofs, from whofe cup arifes the pi- 
flillum, which afterward becomes a fpear-fhaped fruit, which 
is divided in the middle by a partition into two cells, which 
contain many oblong feeds. Miller. 

Pe'ptick. adj. [irorinwf.] What helps digeflion. Ainf 

Pera'cute. n. f. [peracutus, Lat.] Very fliarp ; very violent. 

Malign, continual peracute fevers, after moll dangerous at¬ 
tacks, luddcnly remit of the ardent heat. Harvey. 

Per adventure, adv. [par adventure, Fr.] 

1. Perhaps; may be ; by chance. 

That wherein they might not be like unto either, was fuch 
peradventure as had been no whit lei's unlawful. Hooker. 

As you return, vifit my houfe; let our old acquaintance be 
renew’d ; peradventure I will with you to court. Shakef 

What peradventure may appear very full to me, may ap¬ 
pear very crude and maimed to a ftranger. Digby. 

2. Doubt; queftion. It is fometirocs ufed as a noun, but not 
gracefully nor properly. 

Though men’s perfons ought not to be hated, yet without 
all peradventure their practices juftly may. South. 

To PERA GRATE, v.a. [peragro, Lat.] To wander over; 
to ramble through. Diii. 

Peragration. n.f [from peragrate.] The a <51 of pafling 
through any- Hate or fpace. 

A month of peragration is the time of the moon’s revolu¬ 
tion from any part of the zodiac unto the fame again, and 
this containeth but twenty-feven days and eight hours. Brown. 

The moon has two accounts which are her months or 
years of revolution; one her periodic month, or month of 
peragration , which chiefly refpefts her own proper motion or 
place in the zodiack, by which fhe like the fun performs her 
revolution round the zodiack from any one point to the fame 
at rain. Holder on Time. 

To 'PER A' MBUL ATE. v. a. [perambulo , Lat.J 

1. To walk through. 

2. To furvey, by palling through. 

Perfons the lord deputy Ihould nominate to view and per¬ 
ambulate Irilli territories, and thereupon to divide and limit the 
y ame , Davies on Ireland. 

Perambula'tion. n.f [from perambulate.] 

t. The act of palling through or wandering over. 

The duke looked Hill for the coming back of the Armada, 
even when they were wandering and making their perambula¬ 
tion of the northern feas. Bacon. 

2. A travelling furvey. 

France is a fquare of five hundred and fifty miles traverfe, 
thronging with fuch multitudes, that the general calcul, maue 
in the la fx perambulation exceeded eighteen millions. Hctvel. 

Pe'rcase, adv. [par and cafe.] Perchance ; perhaps. Not ufed. 

A virtuous man .will be virtuous in folitudine, and not only 
in tbeatro, though percafc it will be more Ilrong by glory and 
fame, as an heat which is doubled by reflexion. Bacon. 

Pe'rcEANT. adj. [perpant, Fr.] Piercing; penetrating. 

Wond’rous quick and perceant was his fpright 

As eagle’s eyes, that can behold the fun. Fairy Queen. 

PtRtEi'v able. adj. [from perceive.] Perceptible; fuch as 
falls under perception. 

The body, though it really moves, yet not changing per¬ 
ceivable difiance with fome other bodies, as fall as the ideas of 
our own minds will follow one another, feems to fland fall; as 
• the hands of clocks. Locie - 
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That which we perceive when we fee figure, 
by fight, is nothing but the termination of colour 1 r ? 

Percei'vably. adv. [from perceivable.] In fuch a man. ‘ 
may be be obferved or known. nn «as 

To PERCEI VE. v.a. [percipio, Lat.J 

1. To difeover by fome fenfible effects. 

Confider, 

When you above perceive me like a crow. 

That it is place which leflens and fets off. o i ,, 

2. To know ; to obferve. 

Jefus perceived in his fpirit, that they fo reaped within 
themfelves. Mark ’ 8 

His Tons come to honour, and he knoweth it not; thf' 

arc brought low, but he perceiveth it not. Jog x j v f j 

’Till we ourfclves fee it with our own eyes, and perceive il 
by our own underftandings, we are ftill in the dark. Loci 
How do they come to know that themfelves think, when 
they themfelves do not perceive it. ’ / , 

3 . To be affected by. Ude ' 

The upper regions of the air perceive the collection of the 
matter of tempefls before the air here below. Bacsn 

Perceptibility, n.f [fromperceptible.] 

1. The ftate of being an objedt of the fenfes or mind ; the Hate 
of being perceptible. 

2. Perception ; the power of perceiving. 

The illumination is not fo bright and fulgent, as to obfeure 
or extinguilh ail perceptibility of the reafon. 

PERCE PTIBLE. adj. [perceptible, Fr. perccptus. Lat.J Such 
as may be known or obferved. 

No found is produced but with a perceptible blaft of the air 
and with fome refiftance of the air flruckcn. Bacon, 

When I think, remember or abftradt; thefe intrinfick ope¬ 
rations of my mind are not perceptible bv my light, hearing, 
tafte, fmeli or feeling. Hale's Origin of Mankind, 

It perceives them immediately, as being immediately ob¬ 
jected to and perceptible to die fenfe ; as 1 perceive the fun by 
my fight. Hale’s Origin of Mankind, 

In the anatomy of the mind, as in that of the body, more 
good will accrue to mankind by attending to the large, open 
and perceptible parts, than by itudying too much finer nerves. 

Pope's Effay on Man. 

Perce'ptibly. adv. [from perceptible.] In fuch a manner as 
may be perceived. 

The woman decays perceptibly every week. Pope. 

Perception, n.f, [perception, Fr. perceptso, Lat.J 

1. The power of perceiving; knowledge ; confcioufnefs. 

Matter hath no life nor perception , and is not confcious of 
its own exiftence. Bentley s Sermons, 

Perception is that a< 5 t of the mind, or rather a paffion or 
impreflion, whereby the mind becomes confcious of any thing; 
as when I feel hunger, thirft, cold or heat. IVatts. 

2. The aft of perceiving; obfervation. 

3. Notion ; idea. 

By the inventors, and their followers that would feem not 
to come too fliort of the perceptions of the leaders, they are 
magnified. Hale's Origin of Mankind, 

4. The ftate of being affefted by foinething. 

Great mountains have a perception of the difpofition of the 
air to tempefts looner than the vallies below; and therefore 
they fay in Wales, when certain hills have their night caps 
on, they mean mifehief. Bacsn, 

This experiment difeovereth perception in plants to move 
towards that which Ihould comfort them, though at a di- 
ftance. Bacon's Natural Hijhrs. 

PERCE'PTIVE. adj. [perceptus , Lat.J Having the power of 
perceiving. 

There is a difficulty that pincheth ; the foul is awake 3nJ 
follicited by external motions, for fome of them reach the 
perceptive region in the moll filent repolb and obfeurity 01 
night: what is it then that prevents our fenfations? GlanviL 
Whatever the leaft real point of the effencc of the percep¬ 
tive part of the foul does perceive, every real point of the 
perceptive muft perceive at once. More's Divine Dialogues. 

Percepti'vity. n.f. [from perceptive.] The power of per¬ 
ception or thinking. ^ e ’ 

Perch, n.f. [perca, Lat. perebe, Fr.J 

The perch is one of the fifties of prey, that, like the pike 
and trout, carries his teeth in his mouth, he dare venture to 
kill and deftroy feveral other kinds of fifh : he has a booke 
or hog back, which is armed with ftift briftles, and all hi* 
Ikin armed with thick hard feales, and hath two fins on njs 
back : he fpawns but once a year, and is held very nutri¬ 
tive. IValton's Angler. 

Perch, n.f. [pertica, Lat. perebe, Fr.J 

1. A meafure of five yards and a half; a pole. 

2. [perebe, Fr.J Something on which birds rooft or fit. 

For the narrow patch 1 cannot ride. -re “r 

To Perch, v. n. [pcrchcr, Fr. from the noun.J To fit « 
rooft as a bird. 

He percheth on fome branch thereby. 

To weather him and his moift wings to dry. Speyer. 

The 
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The world is grown fo bad. 

That wrens make prey, where eagles dare not perch. Shai. 

The morning mufes perch like birds, and fuig 
Among his branches. Crafbaw. 

Let owls keep clofc within the tree, and not perch upon 
the upper boughs. South's Sermons. 

They wing’d their flight aloft, then ftooping low, 

Perch'don the.double tree, that bears the golden bough. Dry. 

Glory like the trembling eagle flood 
Perch'd on my beaver: in the Granic flood. 

When fortune’s felf my ftandard trembling bore. 

And the pale fates flood frighted on the Ihorc. Lee. 

Hofts of birds that wing the liquid air, 

Perch'd in the boughs, had nightly lodging there. Dryden. 

To Perch, v. a. To place on a perch. 

It would be notorioufly perceptible, if you could perch 
yourfelf as a bird on the top of fome high ftceple. More. 

As evening dragon came, 

Aftailant on the perched roods, 

And nefts in order rang’d 

Of fome villatic fowl. Milton's Agonijles. 

Percha'nce. adv. [per and chance.] Perhaps; peradventure. 

How long within this wood intend you ftay ?— 

—Perchance till after Thcfeus* wedding day, Sbckrfp, 
Finding him by nature little lludious, flic chufe rather to 
endue him with ornaments of youth ; as dancing and fenc¬ 
ing, not without aim th enpercbancc at a courtier’s life. JVotton. 

Only Smithficld ballad perchance to embalm the memory 
of the other. L'EJlrange. 

Pe'rchers. «. f. Paris candles ufed in England in ancient 
times ; alfo the larger fort of wax candies, which were ufu- 
ally let upon the altar. Bailey. 

Perci'pient. adj. [percipiens, Lat.J Perceiving; having the 
power of perception. 

No article of religion hath credibility enough for them ; 
and yet thefe cautious and quickfighted gentlemen can wink 
and lwallow down this lottilh opinion about percipient atoms. 

Bentley's Sermons. 

, Senfation and perception are not inherent in matter as fuch ; 
for if it were fo, every flock or ftone would be a percipient 
and rational creature. Bentley's Sermons. 

Pe'kcipient. n. f. One that has the power of perceiving. 

The foul is the foie percipient, which hath animadverfion 
and fenfe properly fo called, and the body is only the re¬ 
ceiver of corporeal impreffions. Clanville's Scept. 

Nothing in the extended percipient perceives the whole, 
but only part. More's Divine Dialogues. 

Perclose. n.f. [per and clofe.] Condufion; laft part. 

By th epercloje of the fame verfe, vagabond is underftood 
for fuch an one as travclleth in fear of revengement. Raleigh. 

ToPE'RCOLATE. v.a. [percolo, Lat.J Toftrain. 

The evidences of faft are percolated through a vaft period 
of ages. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

Percolation, n.f [from percolate.] The aft of {training ; 
purification or feparation by ftraining. 

Experiments touching the ftraining and pafling of bodies 
one through another, they call percolation. Bacon. 

Water pafling through the veins of the earth is rendered 
frdh and potabJe, which it cannot be by any percolations we 
can make, but the falinc particles will pafs through a tenfold 

*r ^ n rC ' / r „• r Bay on the Creation. 

1 o Eercu'ss. v.a. [pcrcujjus, Lat.J To ftrike. 

Flame percujfcd by air giveth a noife ; as in blowing of the 
fire by bellows; and fo likewife flame pereuffing the air 
ftrongly Bacon s Natural Hifiory. 

Fercu ssion. n.f [ percuffio, Lat. percuffion, Fr.J 

1. The aft of flriking; flroke. 

With thy grim looks, and 
The thunder-like percuffion of thy founds. 

Thou mad’ft thine enemies lhake. Sbakefp. 

The percuffion of the greater quantity of air is produced by 
the greatnefs of the body pereuffing. Bacon. 

Some note, that the times when the ftrokc or percuffion of 
an envious eye doth moft hurt are, when the party envied is 
beheld m glory. Bacon's Effays. 

1 he vibrations or tremors excited in the air by perculfion 
continue a little time to move from the place of percuffion in 
concentric fpheres to great diftances. Newton's Opticks. 

Marbles taught him percuffion and the laws of motion, and 
tops the centrilugal motion. Pope and Arbuthnot's Scriblerus. 

2 ' street of found in the ear. 

In double rhymes the percuffion is ftrongcr. R,. mer 

*122XS£f- <- 4 *; 

Inequality of founds is accidental, cither from the roughnefs 
pleu!iT ty ° f thC paflagC ’ ° r from thc doublBfc of. the 

PerPijion. n.f. [perditio, Lat. perdition, Fr.J 

J - Deftruftxon; ruin; death. 

of n 0W arrived ’ im P° rtin g the mcer perdition's 

the lurkilh fleet, every man puts' himfelf in triumph. ' 

2 Sbakefp. 
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We took ourfelves for free men, feeing there was no dan¬ 
ger of our utter perdition, and Jived moft joyfully; going abroad, 
and feeing what was to be feen. Bacon. 

Quick let us part! Perdition's in thy prefence, 

And horror dwells about thee ! Addjfonk Cato . 

2. Lois. 

There’s no foul loft, 

Nay not fo much perdition as an hair v 

Betid to any creature in the veflel 

Thou faw’lf link. Sbakefp. Tempefl. 

3. Eternal death. 

As life and death, mercy and wrath, arc matters of 
knowledge, all men’s falvation and fome men’s endlefe perdi¬ 
tion are things fo oppofite, that whoever doth affirm the one, 
muft neceflarily deny the other. Hooker , b. x.f 49. 

Men once fallen away from undoubted truth, do after wan¬ 
der for ever more in vices unknown, and daily travel towards 
their eternal perdition. Raleigh’s Hijloiy of the IVorld. 

Pe rdue. adv. [This word, which among us is adverbially 
taken, comes from the French perdue, or forlorn hope : as per¬ 
due or advanced centind..] Clofe; in ambulh. 

Few minutes he had lain perdue. 

To guard his defp’rate avenue. Hudibras. 

Pe'rdulous. adj. [from perdo, Lat.J Loft ; thrown away. 
There may be fome wandering perdulous wilhes of known 
impoffibilitics ; as a man who hath committed an offence, may 
wilh he had not committed it: but to chufc efficacioufly and 
impoffibly, is as impoffible as an impoffibility. Bramhall. 

Pe'rdukable. adj. [perdurable, Fr. perduro, Lat.J Laft- 
ing; long continued. A word not in ule, nor accented ac¬ 
cording to analogy. 

Confefs me knit to thy deferving with 
Cables of perdurable toughnefs. Sbakefp. Othello. 

O perdurable lhame; let’s ttab ourfelves. Sbakefp. 

Perdurably. adv. [from perdurable.] Laftingly. 

Why would he for the momentary trick. 

Be perdurably fin’d ? Sbakejp. Meafure for Meafure. 

Perdura tion. n.J. [perduro, Lat.J Long continuance. Ainf. 

PERE GAL. adj. [French.] Equal. Oblolety. 

Whilom thou waft peregal to the beft, 

And wont to make tire jolly Ihephcrds glad ; 

With piping and dancing, did pafs the reft. Spenftr. 

To Peregrinate, v.n. [piregrinus, Lat.J To travel; to 
live in foreign countries. Die1. 

Peregrination, n. f. [from peregrinus, Lat.J Travel; 
abode in foreign countries. 

It was agreed between them, what account he Ihould give 
of his peregrination abroad. Bacon’s Henry VII. 

That we do not contend to have the earth pafs for a para- 
dife, we reckon it only as the land of our peregrination, and 
bett , er coumr >:- Bentley's Se,mens. 

rE KECjRINE. adj. [peregrin, old Fr. peregrinus, Lat.J Fo¬ 
reign ; not native; not domcftick. 

The received opinion, that putrefaftion is caufed by cold 
or peregrine and preternatural heat, is but nugation. Bacon. 

IoPere'mpt. v.a. [peremptus, Lat.J To kill; to crulh! 
A law term. 

Nor is it any objeftion, that the caufe of appeal is perembted 
by the defertion of an appeal; bccaufe the office of the iudee 
continues after fuch inftance is perempted. Lliffe 

Pe'remptiqn. »./. [peremptio, Lat. peremption, Fr.J Crulh • 
extinction. Lay term. * 

This peremption of inftance was introduced in favour of the 
publick, left funs Ihould otherwile be rendered perpetual. 

Pere mptorily. adv. [from peremptory.] Ablducely [‘’odfi- 
tively; lo as to cut off all farther debate. 7 ? 

Norfolk denies them peremptorily. Daniel 

Not to fpeak peremptorily orconclulively, touching the Doinr 

i£i"" h ‘“ h ‘“ d - d V *irP 

Bacon s Holy JVar 

Some organs are fo peremptorily neceffary, that the extin- 
guilhmerit of the fp,nts doth fpeedily follow, but yet fo as 

Tnanc n T nm * • , Bacon's Natural Hi/lory 

In all conferences it was infixed peremptorily, that theS 
muft yield to what power was required * r / j g 
Some talk of letters before the deluge ; but that 

mined cither the one way or the other. IvLIT j 

Never judge peremptorily on firft appearances. CHri/fn 

Pere mptoriness. n.J. [from bercmttorv 1 p r.- ^Hrtjfa. 
<y u . e d«ir,o,. i dogm.ur m *^ ^ ; ,b- 

Peremptorinefs is of two forts ; the one n • 1 r • 

%%?&***' ““ °* er a P°*jj< v enels in^Ia,ing’inat- 

Self-conceit and peremptorinefs in a^nan’”^ ^ ^ 0>} g ue - 
not commonly repufed vfocs. ' 1 °??/^ 

PEREMPTORY -/A - r. Tuletfen s Sermons. 

-Ass aswsiir 
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